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An analysis of rape statistics for the United Kingdom. 
 

An Introduction. 

I started writing this as a primer / intro to the subject of rape, because it was a subject that suffers 
from an alarming paucity of data, compared to any similar criminal offence such as murder. 

Unfortunately this vacuum of hard data has been filled, oft to o’erflowing, with dogma. 

Far too often the student of the subject is presented with a simple choice, accept, unquestioningly, a 
certain sound-bite as Gospel, or be forever cast out, driven away, and branded a heretic. 

This simply is not good enough, Laws and Statutes are passed, Policy made, and lives hang in the 
balance, but the hard data is not in the Public Domain. 

In many ways it bears similarities to the Anthropogenic Global Warming situation, one must profess 
belief in one camp or another, the only cardinal sin is in asking to see the data, indulging in intelligent, 
informed and reasoned debate, and making your own mind up. 

Rape is much the same. In 8 months of research I have found one, precisely one, set of data that 
deals with a significant statistical sample. 

I have found literally a handful of other sets of data that deals with statistical samples ranging from as 
many as 500 individuals / cases, to as few as 50, or even less. 

I have also found many, many, many instances of doggerel / dogma / mantra, that when you 
eventually chase them down are based on nothing more than one person’s stated opinion. 

In the interests of full disclosure, my interest in this subject was as a direct result of finding myself the 
victim of a false rape accusation, as part of a Civil divorce / custody battle that went “nuclear” at the 
outset. 

Since I started this research in summer of 2009, the Law (here in the UK at least) has moved along. 

Now false accusations of rape are prosecuted as Perverting the Course of Justice and carry a 
mandatory prison sentence, starting at around 2 years custody. 

Now Family law cases are excluding “he said / she said” allegations, in favour of disputed points that 
a Judge has some hope of arriving at a reasoned ruling upon. 

Thank you for taking the time to distribute / download / share / read / edit this document. 
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The data. 

One of the greatest problems we face when trying to get a picture of the prevalence of rape in the UK 
is the sheer lack of hard statistics. 

Clearly, this data is “out there” somewhere, but it is almost never made public. 

What we do have are various claims made by various parties, but, without exception, when you track 
them down they all end up rather like the recent (January 2010) “Himalayan glaciers to disappear by 
2025” story, you work your way back through various organisations successively quoting each other, 
and eventually find yourself at a lone individual who essentially made it up out of whole cloth, with a 
total and complete lack of supporting data or evidence. 

We can find various studies that are backed up by some supporting data or evidence, but these are 
all rather small scale, niche, or were done overseas, for example a sample of some 500 rape cases in 
the US military. 

This simply is not good enough when trying to get an accurate picture of a nation as a whole. 

In this analysis I will ask you to note that I am deliberately using Legal terms, unless a citizen is found 
Guilty at Trial he is presumed innocent, and, further, the act of reporting a crime to the Police means 
that legally that incident is referred to as an alleged incident, e.g. alleged murder, alleged burglary, 
alleged rape.  

Only a Court of Law, upon hearing all of the evidence, can decide what actually happened, and 
sentence accordingly. 

In this analysis I am going to refer to the only solid data source that I have been able to find, 
anywhere, which was published on-line at http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7496013.stm and which used 
a statistically significant sample, e.g. every single rape reported to the Police in England and Wales 
for an entire year. 

Even this is dismissed by many “rape advocates” who will claim that the vast majority of alleged rapes 
are never reported to the Police. However, since it is literally not possible to quantify the existence, 
much less the size, of this claimed sample of non-reported rapes, it cannot be included in any serious 
discussion or analysis of actual reported rapes. 

In the interests of full disclosure, I will state that my personal position / opinion is that until and unless 
a citizen is Tried and found Guilty, we must presume that all other citizens similarly accused, whether 
it proceeds to trial or not, are innocent. 

In the past 8 months I have spoken with many other falsely accused citizens, and also several rape 
victims. They all feel as I do, that we need to get the hard data on rape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

My own case. 

Before proceeding any further, I will declare that I will enter into some speculation, however, when I 
do I will state this clearly, and also explain the basis for any such speculation, and also make a very 
clear separation between factual statistical analysis, and any speculations based upon said analysis. 

In the interests of full disclosure, I myself was accused of rape, as part and parcel of an extremely 
messy child custody battle that went, in the vernacular, “nuclear” which may in some way explain my 
interest in this subject. 

It would be wrong to project from my case, in which all details are known, to any other case in the UK, 
much less all of them, however, even in my single case, the numbers make sobering reading. 

• Total Legal Aid bill approx £100,000 

• Total Police bill approx £100,000 

• 9 separate Court hearings (adding up to 2 days total)(Directions / Finding of Fact / etc) 
including one 4 day hearing, all in front of District Judges and Circuit Judges. Cost estimated 
at £150,000. 

It should be noted from the above that all of the Court proceedings were in the Family Courts division 
of the Civil Court service. There were no Criminal Court hearings, which are of course even more 
expensive. 

You get three of these, basically divorce / custody battles gone nuclear, per £1,000,000. 

I am not attempting to make any point here, apart from the obvious one that such matters have a 
demonstrably significant impact on society as a whole and the taxpayer in particular. 

In my local court there are 3 sitting District Judges and 2 visiting Circuit Judges, assuming 5 working 
days in a week and 50 working weeks in a year that makes a total of 1,250 “judge days” available per 
annum, and my case alone consumed 6 of them, or 0.48% of the whole. 

200 other cases like mine would have destroyed the entire legal system in my City, leaving no Court / 
Judge time for a single other Civil or Criminal case of any kind to be heard. 

So, let us get on with the analysis of the statistical data presented at the above BBC web page, which 
is based upon data from the Home Office in 2006. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Analysing the data. 

There were approximately 16,000 alleged rapes reported to the Police of England and Wales in one 
year. This is out of a total population of approximately 50,000,000. (pop excludes Scot & N.I.) 

If we express this as a pie chart (1 = population, 2 = alleged rapes reported) then proportionally 
speaking the number of alleged rapes reported to the Police in England and Wales in one year is so 
small that it falls below the minimum significant value of the chart and is represented as being 
rounded down to 0% 

 

I do not intend to imply that rape does not happen, but the chart above shows that the average citizen 
does not need to live in fear of imminent rape. 

Please note well, the data does not say anything else, it does not tell us the sex of the alleged rapist, 
or the sex of the alleged rape victim. It does not tell us their ages. It does not tell us what relationship 
of connections existed between alleged rapist and alleged victim. It does not tell is if any other crimes 
(such as physical violence) were also present. It does not tell us anything else. 

This is very frustrating, because clearly the Home Office are in possession of the data. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Alleged rapes that proceed to Trial. 

Of these 16,000 alleged rapes reported to the Police in one whole year for all of England and Wales, 
we are told that 14%, or approximately 2,240 proceed to trial. 
 

(please note, this will be a Criminal trial for rape, not the Civil / Family case where an alleged rape is 
cited) 

 

Of these 2,240 who proceed to (Criminal) trial, 1,280 are found Guilty. This is a 57% conviction rate. 

 

These 1,280 individuals (remember, we do not know their sex, or the sex of their victim) are, having 
been tried and found Guilty, what we can safely call “rapists”.   

The other 960 (43% of those going to trial) are by definition innocent, and are not “rapists”. 

By definition, the statistics do not tell us if these 960 are innocent by reason of the fact that someone 
else committed the alleged crime, or by reason of the fact that there was no such alleged crime. We 
simply do not know.  

Of our original 16,000 alleged rapes reported to the Police of England and Wales in one year, we 
have now dealt (briefly) with 2,240. Comprised of 1,280 convicted rapists and 960 innocent citizens. 



This leaves us with 13,760 alleged rapes reported to the Police of England and Wales in one year, 
which did not make it to trial. Why not? 

The Home Office data tells us that 960 are dropped by the Crown Prosecution Service. 

This means that the Police, after a full and extensive investigation, found that of the 16,000 alleged 
rapes reported to them that year, a total of 3,200 exceeded the “threshold tests” that and were worthy 
of forwarding to the CPS (Crown Prosecution Service) 

Of these 3,200 alleged rapes forwarded to the CPS, the CPS themselves felt that 960 were “weak” 
enough that there was no reasonable prospect of a conviction. The remaining 2,240 were “strong” 
enough to go to trial, with a reasonable prospect of a conviction. 

In the chart below, 1 = dropped by Police, 2 = went to Trial and found guilty, 3 = went to Trial and 
found innocent, 4 = dropped by CPS. 

 

This leaves us with 12,800 alleged rapes reported to the Police of England and Wales for one year, 
which did not even pass the basic “threshold tests” required before the results of the full and 
extensive Police investigation can be passed to the CPS. 

As someone who has been accused of this crime, allow me to reassure you that 7 specialist officers 
spent an entire day going through my home, and unlike the casual burglar looking for high value items 
the Police rape squad know exactly what to look for and where to look to find DNA and other forensic 
evidence to convict you.  

They do not merely “look for evidence” in any impartial way, they spend all their time and effort 
looking for something that will convict you. 

Afterwards you are taken to an “Interview room”, where you are not interviewed, but interrogated, for 
hours on end. 

Then the Police sit down for days, and pore through everything, cross reference everything, check all 
the forensic and DNA data, looking for anything, however small, that allow them to pass the “threshold 
tests”, charge you, and pass your case to the CPS. 

I want to assure you that those 12,800 alleged rapes reported to the Police in England and Wales for 
one year that do NOT pass the “threshold test” and are as a result NOT passed to the CPS are not 
the result of some fiendishly clever “CSI Miami” type super-villain who leaves no DNA or fingerprints 
and who has a cast iron alibi from his fellow Mafiosi that he was in a restaurant 50 miles away at the 
time. 

Nor is it the case that it was simply sloppy police work or insufficient resources, the offence of rape in 
the UK is the second most serious crime on the books, one very very small step down from murder, 



and as a result not only does it command all the resources (manpower and forensic) that a murder 
investigation would, it also has a team of (specialist) officers assigned to it, all of whom have to not 
merely cross all the ‘t’s and dot all the ‘i’s, but they have to document that fact that they have. 

So, back to our 12,800 alleged rapes reported to the Police in England and Wales for one year that do 
not pass the “threshold test” and are not forwarded to the CPS, this forms 80% of all alleged rapes 
reported to the Police in England and Wales for one year. 

The Home Office has released some data on these 12,800 alleged rapes reported to the Police in 
England and Wales for one year, they have broken it down according to official reasons why each 
case failed the “threshold test” 

Their figures state that, of these 12,800; 

1. 21% or 2,688 “insufficient evidence” 

2. 17% or 2,176 “victim withdrawal” 

3. 17% or 2,176 “victim declined to complete initial process” 

4. 13% or 1,664 “offender not identified” 

5. 12% or 1,536 “false allegation” 

6. 5% or 640 “no evidence of assault” 

7. 2% or 256 “no prospect of conviction” 

8. 1% or 128 “not in public interest” 

9. 12% or 1,536 “other / unknown” 

In the chart below, the number of each segment corresponds with the number on the list above. 

 

If we include the numbers for those not dropped by Police, e.g. all alleged rapes reported to the police 
in England and Wales for one year, we get the chart below. 



 

1 = Guilty at Trial, 2 = Innocent at Trial, 3 = dropped by CPS, everything else was dropped by the 
police, so number 4 on this chart is “insufficient evidence” (dropped by the police) and as we can see 
by comparing the chart above and the one below, this category represents 21% of all alleged rapes 
dropped by the Police, and also 17% of all alleged rapes reported to the Police. 

It would be entirely wrong to look at the chart above, and note the very small slice (#1) representing 
those found guilty at Trial, and pronounce that “something must be wrong with the Courts” or “rapists 
are getting away with it”, which is, perhaps, the impression that the second and third charts might 
give. 

I am not for one moment going to suggest that this is deliberate. The second and third charts look 
clean and neat, the chart above looks cluttered and complex, so it is binned on purely typographical 
grounds. “It looks nicer.” 

Nevertheless, it gives a totally different impression than the chart above, which is the accurate one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

An anecdote. 

Now, as I stated at the beginning, I am going to venture away from fact, and include an anecdote. 

An anecdote is not fact, however it is quite possible for the reader to do their own research on this 
particular  anecdote. 

A serving UK Rape Squad police person ( I am deliberately being vague, but if you are picturing a 
football watching, beer swilling police person wearing size 12 shoes, you would be wrong) who I 
discussed this with at some length pointed out to me that as a part of New Labour policing reform, the 
rape squad now had to complete these forms in addition to the “threshold test” and other police work, 
as part of a data gathering exercise by the Home Office. 

This police person stated that the form in question was a “tick appropriate box” form, and the label 
next to each box was what were are looking at above. The police person stressed that this was 
“official-speak” and not their own definitions. 

This police person was extremely annoyed at the misrepresentation of the facts (as seen by them) 
that the enforced usage of these pejorative labels caused. This police person cited this as yet another 
example of New Labour interference in policing procedures and efficiency, in pursuit of “meeting 
targets”. 

This police person then told me their own, experienced, on-the-job definitions, and which one 
correlated to each official speak definition. I will give the official speak definition first, in quote marks, 
then a hyphen, then the police person’s comments. 

• “insufficient evidence” – No evidence, none at all, that any crime was committed. 

• “victim withdrawal” – Complainant trips over their own lies at interview.  

• “victim declined to complete initial process” – Complainant just wanted alleged rapist to be 
arrested. 

• “offender not identified” – The anally probed alien abductee, every human being anywhere 
near the alleged crime scene clearly innocent. This one really made the police person angry, 
“We never, ever, ever drop a case just because we have not identified a suspect. Never.” 

• “false allegation” – Complainant deliberately and maliciously accused a specific known (to the 
complainant) and named individual of rape.  

• “no evidence of assault” – Complaint has a case of morning after regrets. 

• “no prospect of conviction” – Complainant says something in interview that will get case 
thrown out, e.g. admits to consensual behaviour. 

• “not in public interest” – Complainant almost certainly was raped, but cannot face a trial and 
wishes to simply get on with life. 

• “other / unknown” – None of the above. Often means complainant was drunk / stoned and 
unable to give any coherent account of anything. 

That completes the purely anecdotal section. I will leave it entirely up to the reader to do their own 
research and to make their own mind up. 

 

 

 

 



 

The Speculation. 

Now, I will proceed with the purely speculative section. 

Again, I will base all this speculation firmly on nothing more, and nothing less, than the Home Office 
data above, which deals with all alleged rape complains to the Police for England and Wales for one 
year. 

With a population for England and Wales of approximately 50,000,000 and with 16,000 alleged rapes 
reported to the Police in one year, we can see that 0.032% of the population reported an alleged rape 
to the Police over a 1 year period. 

If we speculate that the vast majority of all alleged rapes will be perpetrated against citizens between 
the ages of 15 and 65, that gives us a “window” in which one might be either an alleged rapist or 
alleged rape victim reported/ing to the Police at some time in your life of 1.6% 

This is a truly frightening statistic, but even so, it falls vastly short of the often repeated but totally 
unsupported and unsubstantiated claims that “1 in 4 women will be raped” 

Please note, the Home Office data does NOT hold any gender specific information, so all we can say, 
building speculation upon speculation (however reasonable and logical and founded upon hard fact) 
is that 1.6% of the population will be allegedly raped and will report this to the Police in England and 
Wales. 

This would mean that out of 50,000,000 people walking around England and Wales today, 800,000 
are alleged rape victims. 

By contrast, the totally unsupported and unsubstantiated claim of “1 in 4 women” will mean that 
(assuming 52% of the population are female) of the 26,000,000 women walking around England and 
Wales, 6,500,000 are alleged rape victims. 

For this to be true it would mean that only 1 in 16 alleged rapes is reported to the Police... 

One other missing data point is the ratio of alleged rapists to alleged rape victims, while the majority 
of alleged rapes are “1 on 1” there are enough “many on 1” to skew the numbers somewhat, however, 
there are also several convicted rapists who have raped more than one victim, in separate incidents, 
which would tend to compensate for the skew the other way by the “many on 1” 

However, we simply do not have this data, so we are left with no choice but to assume that the 
average is 1 rapist (real or alleged) to 1 victim (real or alleged) and proceed accordingly. 

If, according to the Home Office figures of alleged rapes reported to the Police, 16,000 citizens are 
allegedly raped every year, then we must assume 16,000 citizens are alleged rapists. 

We simply have no data whatsoever on gender here, are these male on female, female on male, 
female on female, or male on male? We simply do not know. And I am not prepared to speculate what 
the actual proportions are. That is a step too far, though I will state that my own personal belief is that 
the majority of these 16,000 alleged rapes reported to the Police in England and Wales in one year 
are, in all probability, alleged male on female rapes. 

But, my own personal belief is not data. 

The Home Office has this data. It does not release it. 

We do know, from Home Office data, that alleged rapes reported to the Police in England and Wales 
has increased dramatically, almost exponentially, from 2,000 in 1985 to 16,000 in 2004. 

We do know that the conviction rate of alleged rapes going to Trial has remained about the same 
throughout this period, somewhere around the 55% mark. 



We do know that the Trial rate of alleged rapes reported to the Police has fallen from around 50% to 
14%, and that the Conviction rate of alleged rapes reported to the Police has fallen from around 25% 
to 6% 

We do know that there are only three possible logical deductions that can be drawn from all this; 

1. Alleged rapes were significantly under-reported to the Police in the past. 

2. Alleged rapes were perpetrated far less often, per capita, in the past. 

3. False allegations have risen dramatically. 

None of these are satisfactory deductions for me, we need far more data, and the Home Office is not 
releasing it.  

If the reporting rate was low in the past, and the level of rape has remained about the same, then why 
has the conviction rate at trial remained at around 55%? 

If rape has become 8 times more common in the past generation, why has this happened? 

If false allegations have risen dramatically, why has this happened? 

We need more data. We really cannot go any further with the data that we have. 

We can further speculate on the 10% of all alleged rapes reported to the Police in England and Wales 
in one year which were categorised as a “False accusation.” 

We can note that my very lengthy, resource consuming and expensive Family / Civil Court case sits 
firmly within that 10%. According to the Home Office statistics, it did not go to Court. The Home Office 
means Criminal Court, on rape charges. 

Nevertheless, it did go to Court, £350,000 is costs to the state.  

It isn’t just “Police time” or “Court time”, because every hour spent on my case was an hour not spent 
on another case. 

So, while it is not speculative to say that I represent the “target” of the of the 1,536 false allegations of 
rape made that year, it is perhaps a little speculative to presume that they were all divorce / custody 
battles gone nuclear too. We don’t know. The Home Office holds the data, but we don’t know. 

But, if they were all divorce / custody battles gone nuclear, and if my case was par for the course, 
then these 10% of all alleged rapes reported to the Police in England and Wales in one year 
represent a staggering; 

1. £537,600,000 (over half a billion) or around one twenty-fifth of the entire NHS budget. 

2. 9,216 lost “judge / days”, or 25+ judge / years of Court time. 

3. 32,256 lost policeperson / days, or 88+ policeperson / years 

I mention #2 and #3, even though technically they are included in #1 in the financial sense, in the 
practical sense, there are only so many Judges / Barristers / Lawyers / Police, and every day they use 
on a false allegation is a day lost to a more worthy cause. 

We do not know much else. The Home Office does, but they aren’t telling. 

 

 

 

 



 

Conclusions. 

I must state, clearly, that I am far from happy with this situation.  

With so little substance it really is no wonder that those with an agenda have taken this subject and 
turned it into a crusade. 

I will ask the reader to note that despite the fact that I am myself one of the falsely accused, I do not 
use this data to convert you all to my way of thinking. 

True, my personal opinion is that 16,000 alleged rapes were reported to the Police, of these 1,280 
went to Trial and were found guilty, which leaves 14,720 allegations against innocent citizens. 

Innocent until proven guilty. 

However, I can quite accept that you may read this same data and pull some entirely different 
conclusion from it. 

This, in a nutshell, is the problem, and it exists simply because of the paucity of the data. 

I can find out what proportion of murderers and murder victims are male, what their age ranges are, 
how much is male on male, how much is old on young, how much is associated with other crime, e.g. 
burglary gone wrong, I can find out anything I like. 

But when it comes to rape, the second most serious crime on the books, I can only find one single 
worthwhile set of statistically significant data. 

The data is collected, and collated, by the very same people and organisations that collect and collate 
data on murder, burglary, drink driving, etc etc. 

That data tells us, for a fact, that the person most likely to kill a young woman below the age of 21 will 
be her boyfriend, and that he will kill her by driving beyond his limits while she is a passenger. 

This is fact. 

That data tells us, for a fact, how many stolen vehicles reported to the police are alibis to excuse 
another crime (crashed while drunk driving) and how many are “insurance jobs” and how many are 
disputes over ownership, all of which are false allegations of vehicle theft, but we have this data. 

This is fact. 

I genuinely cannot think of another (serious) crime where there is, effectively, zero data available. 

Please feel free to distribute / share / copy / edit this document as much as you like. 

It is published into the Public Domain, which basically means you can do as you please, no 
restrictions and no fees, help yourself. 

 


